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May 1, the Brethren of Euclid Lodge No. 158 in Port Alberni hosted the Official Visit 

of our MW Grand Master, MWB Brian Tuckey to District 5.   In order to accommo-

date the large numbers expected, the Lodge had been (wisely) moved into the what 

is normally the banquet room.   Even so, the Lodge was packed.  

Once Lodge was opened, the WM surrendered the gavel to RWB Andy Murray as 

DDGM.  Our MWGM and his suite then entered the Lodge, where he was introduced 

by RWB Mel Olson and VWB Art Berry and accorded Grand Honours.   Our Grand 

Master was then escorted to the East, where he introduced his suite.   RWB Lorne 

Baird carried the Book of Constitutions.   

Once all of the Brethren had been introduced, our Grand Master gave an inspiring 

address on the meaning of "Contemporary Masonry".   WB Rick Jackson gave the ex-

pression of thanks.   

Once the Lodge was closed, we  sojourned to the Cherry Creek Hall for a fabulous 

dinner of stuffed roast pork, ham, lasagna and prawns, which was followed by a great 

selection of desserts.   Special mention must be made of the hall decorations made 

by Will and Brenda Smith.   The tables were decorated with lighthouses, bastions and 

salmon, with wall banners representing all of the lodges in the district.   

Our Grand Master presented 50 year jewels, pins and certificates to WB John Mor-

ris (Ashlar) and Bro. Raymond Kleven (Euclid); a 55 year bar from the GL of NS to 

Bro. Josh Purney; and a 60 year jewel, pin and certificate to Bro. Willard Myfield 

(Barclay).   

It really was a fine day.   Well done!  Fraternally, Tim   

MW Brian Tuckey and Wendy Tuckey 

MW Brian Tuckey  & W Neil Westmacottt 

ñPAYING THE PIPERò 
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RIGHT WORSHIPFUL BROTHER ARTHUR R. THOMPSON  

(a brief bio and Masonic History)  

RWB Art Thompson was born in Seattle Washington on July 29, 1921 and moved to the Alberni Valley in 1928. In 

1937 Art began working for McLean Mill and Logging Operation however he heard the call of the circus and in 

1939/40 travelled with the Crescent Carnival Show riding a motorcycle on the straight wall of the motodrome (AKA 

:STRAIGHT WALL OF DEATH). Art then became a Barker and was in charge of setup and tear down at each loca-

tion.  

Brother Artõs wanderlust ended in 1941 and he was back in Port Alberni building the Sproat Lake to Shoemaker Bay 

Railway Grade and later laying the steel tracks for Bloedel, Stewart and Welsh. From 1942 to 1944  you could see 

Art Operating Speeders or a North -West Shovel as he built the Franklin River Rail Grade.  

March 1945 and wanderlust again hit Art as he joined the BC Provincial Police in Vancouver and was posted to the 

Squamish Detachment and in 1948 was transferred to the University Detachment at Point Grey. Art left the force 

in the fall of 1949  returning to the Alberni Valley to take over his grandfatherõs farm which  had been operated by 

two uncles from 1920 to 1949. To finance the farm Art again worked for Bloedel, Stewart and Welsh building log-

ging roads at Great Central Lake. Bloedel joined forces with McMillan becoming M&B and the Central Lake Camp 

became Sproat Lake Division.  

March 1954 found Art working for School District 70 as a Bus Driver and Mechanic and he worked for them for 26 

1/2 years and continued to operate the farm (now known as ACACIA ACRES FARM).  

In 1954 Brother Art also acquired a Farm Woodlot and developed a small logging operation, which has recently been 

expanded to become known as Woodlot License #011, and is now managed by Art and his son Todd.  

Art and his lovely wife Joan came together in 1970 and between òHERSó, òHISó and òTHEIRSó they have seven 

children and their life together is happiness supreme!  

RWB ARTõS MASONIC HISTORY  

(briefly, hard to put 63 Masonic Years on 1/2 page)  

The story begins in 1947 while Art live in Squamish, BC and became a member of Mount Garibaldi Lodge #127 

where he received his 3 degrees of Masonry. In 1954 Art helped organize Euclid Lodge U.D. The following year the 

Lodge received itõs  Charter and became Euclid Lodge #158. Art was the Chartered Senior Deacon and was In-

stalled as Worshipful Master for the 1958/59 year.  

Art joined Scottish Rite and received the 4th Degree, Oct. 15, 1974; 14th Degree, June 25, 1975 in Colville Lodge, 

Nanaimo; 18th Degree Jan. 19, 1976 in Victoria Chapter, Roix Crois; 32nd Degree at BC Consistory, Oct. 6, 1976; 

Royal Order of Scotland on Nov. 13, 1982 in Victoria, BC.  RWB Art Thompson was Coroneted 33 Degree Honorary 

Inspector -General on September 14, 1990 at the Supreme Counsel 33õ in St. Johnõs Newfoundland. At this time 

Right Worshipful Brother Arthur R. Thompson is the only 33 Degree Mason in the Alberni Valley.  

MASONIC OFFICES HELD  

Worshipful Master, Euclid Lodge 158, Port Alberni: 1958/59; 1988/99; 2003/04  

Thrice Pussant, Colville Lodge of Perfection, Nanaimo: 1980/1981  

District Deputy Grand Master, District 5: 1980/81  

DIGNITARIES AND HONORARIA  

Honored with a Good Citizenship Award in 1947 in Squamish, BC.  
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BE IMPECCABLE WITH YOUR WORD  

When you make a commitment to your Lodge and 

your Lodge Brothers ñ òbe impeccable with your 

wordó. If you agreed to take an office, you agreed 

to be responsible to your Lodge for at least that 

term. This means being there for all meetings, 

practices and projects except where work, family  

commitments or health  make it impossible..  Like-

wise if you find you have taken on too much, go to 

your Worshipful Master and ask for help.. TO-

GETHER WE CAN but only if WE work together 

doing our part. So please brothers  òBE IMPECCA-

BLE WITH YOUR WORDó. 

Some of  Rt.W.Bro. A.R. Thompson, Master of Euclid Lodge in 1958, 1988 & 2003 Memories  

I remember we used to do a pile of visiting!  

In the early days while Euclid Lodge was still within District #22 Lodge members thought nothing of trav-

elling to Campbell River and other Lodges to put on a degree and arrive back home in the wee hours of the 

morning.  We would get up early the next day and carry on with our jobs.  We were all young men then.  

One of the most exciting and fun trips we did was to travel on the Uchuck to Ucluelet.  The fellows up 

there picked us up in a logging crummy and we drove along Long Beach to Manoah Lodge and Tofino for 

their Installation of Officers.  We were billeted out with families, not necessarily Lodge members.  Like 

Harley Norberg for instance.  I was billeted with him and his family long before he was a Mason.  

Russ Copelandõs death was the most emotional thing I remember.  He was being installed as Worshipful 

Master.  After completing the Obligation of Fealty he leaned forward to kiss the Bible, then fell over 

backwards and died on the Lodge room floor.  A great shock to everybody.  

On another trip in 1958, I took Ray Kleven and Tommy Johnstone to my Mother Lodge in Squamish, Mt. 

Garibaldi #127, for their E.A. degree.  This was done much to the consternation of the Grand Secretary, 

M.Wor.Bro. J. Morgan.  In his view candidates should be initiated in their Mother Lodges only.  

There were lots of fun trips to Grand Lodge through the years.  We would take a car load of members and 

go off to Penticton, Vernon, Trail, Victoria and Nanaimo.  We would travel all over the Province and it was 

great fellowship.  Itõs not happening in our Lodge today, due to the age of our members.  Having said that 

it reminds me of a trip that I took with Bro.õs Win Beck and Mel Lamport to Salt Spring Island for the 

Constitution of Admiral Lodge #170 where the average age of the Officers Installed was 80 years!  

We have experienced some great repasts over the years.  One that stands out is when we were treated 

royally to a roasted guinea fowl dinner with all the trimmings by the Junior Warden, Bro. Carl Bond at 

V.Wor.Bro. Garnet Reynoldõs Installation as Wor. Master.  As far back as I can remember, it was always 

strawberries in June and corn on the cob in September.  

All in all itõs been a great ride!  RWB Art Thompson 

(Thank you Brother Art for sharing these memories with us ñoh and thank you Joan for typing - Willy)  

RWB Art Thompson presenting 50 year pin to 

Brother Ray  Kleven 



DATES TO REMEMBER 

May 13ðEuclid BGPðYates Meeting Room, Parksville, BC 

May 20ðEuclid Regular Meeting 

June 8ðBarclay Lodge Regular Meeting 

June 10ðEuclid Regular MeetingðStrawberry NightðNote Date 

Change Because of Grand Lodge 

June 17, 18 and 19ðGrand Lodge Communication in Kamloops 

BC. 

DEADLINE FOR SUBMISSIONS TO EUCLID CHRONICLE 

VOLUME 2 ISSUE 2 IS May 28, 2010 

TO  PORT  HARDY 

A Banner Event  

The brethren of District #5, their ladies, and many visitors were treated to a feast for the eyes and the stomach at 

the Official Visit of MWBro. Brian Tuckey to our District on May 1 st .   The Cherry Creek Community Hall in Port Alberni 

was turned into a seascape of interest, with nets of shells on the walls and, on the tables, centerpieces of fish, light-

houses, and bastions.  Each guest had a seashell òmouseó bookmark to greet them at the dinner table. 

Of special interest were wall hangings on the main wall behind the head table.  Each of the six hangings represented 

one of the six lodges in our district.  Ashlar Lodgeõs banner, for example, was a large ashlar with a prominent #3 on it.  

In like manner, the banners of the other lodges clearly characterized the lodges they represented.  

These wonderful works of art were created by the husband and wife team of Brenda and Will Smith.  W.Bro. Smith, 

Worshipful Master of Euclid Lodge #158, the host lodge said, òAll I did was say, ôYes, Dearõó. 

The six lodge banners will be kept in the District for future use at District functions. Thank you to the creators for all 

your talent and effort.  

 

 

Saturday May 8 saw seven members from Euclid #158 travel to  Manoah Lodge in Tofino to  witness 

the installation of WM Maurice Soer and officers.  

We were treated to a very fine luncheon  at the Legion before the Installation ( I understand  it was 

prepared by the ladies of Branch #65 Legion) The Installing Master for the day  was RWB Andy 

Murray assisted by VWB Art Berry as Director of Ceremonies. The Euclid Brethren enjoyed the In-

stallation and the great fellowship that  went along with it. Congratulations to WM Maurice Soer and 

the members of Manoah Lodge, we wish you all the best. Thank you for the great hospitality.  

Mar 20 saw a bus load of Masons from the Central Island travel to Port Hardy for their installation. Those of us from Port Alberni left here at 6 

am. The bus was ½ full with brethren from Nanaimo when it arrived in Parksville to pick us up at 8am., on to Courtenay then Campbell River 

for our last stop. To me travelling by bus is such a great way to enjoy the fellowship of some brethren we might not otherwise  be able to be-

come acquainted with. We arrived in Port Hardy safe and sound thanks to our driver Bro Sandy Fraser. The installation of Wor Bro Ron Yates  

was very enjoyable for me as I had chance to witness a different ritual. There were a few emotional moments as well (not unusual at an installa-

tion). The fellowship we shared with our brothers of Rainbow Lodge made the trip so worthwhile. The trip home saw a few of us catching a nap 

with others in fine spirits sharing a few lies and laughs. All in all another great day in Freemasonry. Congratulation to WM Yates and the mem-

bers of Rainbow lodge, we wish you the very best for the coming year. Thank you so much for your hospitality. We arrived back in Parksville 

about 8 pm a tired, hungry and happy lot. (note to self - next time bring snacks) 

Congratulation to WM Yates and the members of Rainbow Lodge,  

Thinking of You and Wishing You Well 

Ken Wyatt and Carol Carlson 

From the Brethren of Euclid Lodge 

KEEP YOUR EYE ON THIS SPACE 

FOR NEWS ABOUT OUR ANNUAL 

EUCLID SUMMER PICNIC  

 


