TO THE NEWLY RAI SED MASTER MASON

TRUE ANTI ENT FREEMASONRY consi sts of three degrees, and three
degrees only. As all three degrees have been conferred upon you, thus
maki ng you a Master Mason, you are now entitled to an expl anati on
concerning the peculiar nature of these cerenonies. Reference to the
Ritual of the three degrees, plus the accumul ati on of educationa
mat eri al provided by G and Lodge and your own Lodge will enable you to
appreci ate the connection of our whole system and the interdependence
of its several parts. But it nust be renenbered that the information
whi ch has been, and is now being given to you of necessity barely
scratches the surface, and cannot constitute any nore than a single
stone in the foundation of your future Masonic know edge.

In retrospect, you were admtted to Freemasonry in the Entered
Apprentice Degree in a state of hel pless indigence, to inculcate a
useful |esson of natural equality and nutual dependence; then in the
Fel |l oncraft Degree, you were urged to cultivate "with the nost diligent
care and attention” those wondrous faculties with which God has endowed
the being created after Hs own image; finally, in this Degree, you
synbolically passed through the valley of the shadow of death to a
purified resurrection. Thus each degree, while supplenmenting and
conpl ementing the others, had its own general thenme. These may be
stated here respectively as Mral, Intellectual, and Spiritual

Fromthe beginning to the final act, the Tenple of Sol onon | ooned
large in the drama as you were conducted successively fromyour first
entrance between the Two Great Pillars at the Porch or Entrance up the
wi nding stairs to the Mddle Chanber, and finally even into the Sanctum
Sanctorumitself, in a state of darkness which served only to express
t hat gl oom which the eye of human reason cannot penetrate unless
assisted by the Light which is fromabove. Wile in that cloud of
dar kness you were made to represent the central figure in a tragedy
wherein certain nysterious secrets were said to be |lost, and a noble
i ndividual died in order that Virtue mght live.

That magnani nous being was H ram Abiff, "a widow s son of the tribe

of Naphtali". That tribe's territory bordered that of Tyre, and his
father had been a man of that country. In the Second Book of
Chronicles, Chapter 2, he is described thus " . . . skillful to work

in gold and in silver, in brass, iniron, in stone, and in tinber, in
purple, in blue, and in fine linen and in crinmson; also to grave any
manner of graving, and to find out any device which is put to him.

" In other words, a Prince of Builders, able to design and to draft,
make or create, anything and everything which goes into or onto even

t he nobl est of structures, whether for practical or ornanenta
purposes. By his description as recorded above he is emnently fitted
to be the Operative ideal of all Specul ative Master Masons.

O course, the Hiramc Legend as used by us is purely allegorical
we are not necessarily dealing either with a tangible building or with
literal history. The Tenple of Sol onon synbolically represents your
own character; the Three Great Pillars: Wsdom Strength and Beauty,
enbody your personal ideal for a philosophy of life; HramAbiff is not
dead, but lives on as your immortal soul. The "genuine secrets" were
lost to us through the inability of fallible human beings to resist
tenptation, as related in the Volunme of the Sacred Law in the account
of the Garden of Eden. For us, their substitutes are the G and
Princi pl es upon which Freemasonry is founded, nanely Brotherly Love,
Relief and Truth, principles which you are charged to incul cate, that



they may be al ways mai ntai ned and ever renewed, to the glory of the
Most High and the benefit of mankind.

To sumup, Freemasonry is a way of life, and to inculcate this has
been the main purpose of your progress through the three degrees. |If
you and | are the better for our association with the Craft, then the
cerenoni es through whi ch we have passed will not have been conducted in
vain. |If, through these rituals, we have been inspired to renew our
dedication to the lofty ideals represented by the Order, and to
practice both in private and in public Iife the duties we have been
taught in Freemasonry, then the high purpose of the Institution wll
have been fulfilled, and as a result the Wrld will to that extent have
become a better habitation for mankind. To achieve these things is the
fundanment al ai m of Freemasonry.

It is hoped that your recent experiences will have hel ped to kindle
within you a curiosity concerning the Craft, together with the
determ nation to di scover even nore about it, its' history, its’
meani ng and its' purpose, so that eventually you nay becone known and
accepted, not only as a Master Mason, but as a Master anong Masons.

The Worshi pful Master, Oficers and Menbers of your Lodge bid you
wel cone to full status in the Fraternity. May you find in Freenmasonry
that which you cane to seek, and may the genuine tenets of the Craft
ever prove to be a source of refreshnment and inspiration to you.
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